
   At KDTC’s March 2nd general meeting, we are pleased to have as our guest 
speaker, Cindy Cooke, who is the Legislative Specialist for the United Kennel 
Club and is on the board of the Kalamazoo Kennel Club. This means that she 
monitors anti-dog legislation across the country and networks with other dog 
people to oppose bad laws and promote good ones. She will cover the differ-
ences between animals rights and animal welfare, discuss the primary types of 
anti-dog breeder/owner laws that are being promoted and address the myths 
that animal rights groups use to attack us.

     Cindy breeds Scottish Terriers and is the co-breeder of the Scottie who won 
the Terrier Group on Mon., Feb. 9th, at the Westminster Kennel Club Dog 
Show! We hope that you will join us for a “question and answer” period follow-
ing Cindy’s presentation. Refreshments will be available.

GENERAL  AND BOARD MEETINGS SET FOR MAR. 2ND
     The KDTC Board meeting will be held on Mon., Mar. 2nd, at 5:30 p.m. at 
King-Westwood School, 1100 Nichols Rd. The Board meeting will be followed 
by the General meeting at 7:00 p.m., same date and place (of course). Out of 
courtesy to our guest speaker, the program described above will be the first 
General meeting item presented.
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KDTC’S MEETINGS OPEN TO ALL!

Guests are always welcome at KDTC 
Board and General meetings.

Both guests and members are re-
minded that, unless they have pre-

arranged to address the Board, they 
may not bring up agenda items or 

other issues to the Board.
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE MAR. 2ND MEETINGS!!
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Just a Few Brags ! Some Coming Events

     Someday’s Hot on the Trail, “Kinsey”, got 
a 193 in Novice B on Jan. 25th at the UKC 
trial, Dexter, MI. Earning her first leg her first 
time in the UKC ring, Kinsey won 1st place 
in her class. Congrats to Becki Vander-
Weele and Kinsey!

     Sue Nemedi’s Phoebe finished 
her U-UD on Jan. 24th at the Run for Fun 
Club in Dexter, MI., placing 2nd with a 196.5. 
Way to go Sue and Phoebe!

     At the same show, Sue Nemedi’s Rumor 
won a run-off for second place out of OB with 
a 196+ and HIT with a 198.5. Congrats to Ru-
mor and Sue!

     Jennifer Balla and Hammer have taken a new di-
rection in their canine activities and are now pet ther-
apy volunteers at Bronson Hospital. They visit the 
pediatric rehab department of the Bronson Outpa-
tient Department, Bronson Athletic Club where they 
help with both physical therapy and speech therapy. 
They also visit the pediatric ward in the hospital 
downtown. In order to become eligible as a therapy 
dog team, Jeniifer and Hammer passed several tests 
(i.e., CGC, TT, etc.) and are to be commended for 
their efforts and community volunteerism. 

We are sorry...

    ...that Lorena Santek-Burggraaf recently had 
surgery but glad to note that she has recovered 
nicely;

    ...that Ben Flaten was hospitalized at Bronson 
Hospital for a few days in late Jan./early Feb., 
but is now doing well.

JOAN HINES IS KDTC’S SUN-
SHINE PERSON. PLEASE INFORM 
HER WHEN A MEMBER IS ILL OR 

GRIEVING THE LOSS OF A FAMILY 
MEMBER OR PET SO THAT SHE 

CAN SEND AN APPROPIATE 
CARD IN A TIMELY MANNER.

Ph: 327-2143; Email: joan.hines@charter.net

Mar. 26th: KKC Obedience & Rally Show ‘n Go

Mar. 27 & 28: KKC Rally Obedience Trials

Mar. 29 & 29: KKC Obedience Trials

Apr. 10, 11 & 12: Kent Kennel Klub (yes, that is how  
they spell it), Chatham, Ontario, Canada; three all-
breed conformation trials and six Obedience trials and 
Rally.

     Jan West has information regarding the above if 
anyone is interested.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

     KDTC needs volunteers for the following:

Awards Banquet, Apr. 6th

Nominating Committee for May 4th Election 

Class Assistants/Couple of Instructors for Spring Ses-
sion

Membership Chairperson

Help at Trial & Error’s Show ‘n Go, June 11th at Fair-
grounds (benefits KDTC)

Ring & Table Stewards at UKC Premier Obedience 

WHOOPS!

Thanks to Sandy Groat for volunteer-
ing to serve as KDTC’s Librarian. We 
appreciate your quick participation!

And thanks to Brenda Zielinski for her 
leadership as Co-Training Director.

     We are sorry for our error in failing to credit Scott 
Munn and Sharri Sibert for their help with the cleaning 
of KDTC’s mats. The omission was not intended!

Should readers discover mistakes, 
omissions, etc. in any issue of the 
Canine Chronicle, notify the Edi-
tor with the correction(s): 349-7840 

or kazoodog@aol.com. 



     So, you’ve signed up to assist or instruct a class with the Kalamazoo Dog Training Club. You’re donating 
your time to a good cause in helping people train their dogs and to help make them become well-balanced 
members of the family. But what are some of the other perks of volunteering in classes?

Class Vouchers

First, every member who volunteers to teach or assist with a 
class will receive a “class voucher” which they can use to take a 
FREE class with the Kalamazoo Dog Training Club. In order to 
receive the FREE class, your voucher MUST accompany your 
class registration form. Be advised that lost vouchers cannot be 
replaced.

Class Credits

Every instructor or assistant will also receive “credits” commensurate with their position (instructor; student 
instructor; class assistant). Each credit = $1. These credits will be tracked by the Points Secretary (currently 
Karen Stahr) and they can be used for reimbursement for such things as dog training seminars, books, pri-
vate lessons with active members, club apparel, entry fees for breed Nationals, etc. Basically, credits can be 
used for anything will help develop the member’s skills and knowledge as a dog trainer with Kalamazoo Dog 
Training Club. Each member can use up to $450/year. Each instructor or assistant will earn credits based on 
the following:

Instructor — 65 Credits

Student Instructor — 45 Credits

Class Assistant — 35 Credits

Any absences will result in a pro-rated deduction from the total credits earned (i.e., instructor missed 1 day: 
that instructor will earn 56 credits for that class session). Any instructor/assistant missing more than 2 days 
per session will forfeit his/her class voucher and credits for that session (any exception requests must be 

brought to the Board for approval).

OK, so you have these credits and you want to attend a dog training seminar. 
How do you get reimbursed? Make a copy of your registration form or receipt 
and turn it in to the Points Secretary. The request will be reviewed with your 
available credits. The appropriate number of credits will be deducted from your 
“account” and a reimbursement request with your receipt will be given to the 
Treasurer who will send you a check for your reimbursement. Be advised that 
this is a “reimbursement” program. KDTC will not make checks to the provider of 
the seminar, books, etc.

So, this is the program in a nutshell. Anyone having any questions, is asked to see 
Karen Stahr.

Thank you for participating in KDTC classes!

KDTC is the #1!
If interested in instructing/assisting classes, see Scott Munn (assisting) or 

Debbie Hedge (instructing).
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Benefits of
Instructing and assisting

By Karen Stahr

V O L U M E X X X I V ,  N O .  3

This man needs 
an obedience 
class! Note the 
improper hand 

position in 
holding the 

leash. Dog con-
trol is good.
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Training Directors ’  Corner
By  Sue  Nemedi

V O L U M E X X X I V ,  N O .  3

Brenda Zielinski has resigned her position as a Training Director, effective Monday, February 9, 2009. Steve 
Stahr and I will continue as co-training directors until the May 2009 Board meeting.

The spring 2009 class schedule has been finalized (See p. 3.). Most of the classes have an instructor as-
signed; however, there are still four pet classes that need instructors. If no one volunteers to teach these 
classes, the class will be cancelled and open training time will be put into that time slot. Email or call me to 
volunteer to a class next session (snemedi@yahoo.com or 668-8005).

I have ordered the 2009 AKC Obedience and Rally Regulation booklets. Because KDTC is an AKC-
recognized club, I was able to order 50 copies free of charge! I finally received the sign up list so I will tally up 
the numbers and hopefully get the UKC booklets ordered in March. I will need to get this purchase approved 
by the Board. We will most likely not have the rule books until after the end of the current (winter) class ses-
sion. I will make every effort possible to get the rule books to everyone that ordered one.

The private lessons are proving very popular with our students. However, there seems to be a bit of a prob-
lem with instructors not showing up to teach a lesson they have signed up for! If you committed to teaching 
one of the private lessons, it is your responsibility to fulfill that commitment.

Due to time constraints on our part, Steve and I will not be continuing this program in the spring 2009 session. 
I don’t have the time to handle all the administrative duties associated with it and neither of us can fill in for 
instructors that do not show up! If there is someone out there that would like to take over this program, please 
let me know; I will help you get organized. I think it is a worthwhile project and the students are very apprecia-
tive of our efforts.

In closing, both Steve and I would like to encourage everyone to support their club by signing up to teach 
and/or assist with a KDTC class! 

   When my dog heard that I haven’t sent in his “brags” 
and achievements for a long, long time, he was so upset 
that he took matters into his own paws, high-tailed it to 
find a pen and sat straight to write the following:

From __________________________________________________ Number of Extra Pages Added _____________




