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KDTC’s annual awards banquet will be held at the Olive Garden Restaurant, 6700 South  Westnedge, 
Kalamazoo, MI, on Mon., Apr. 7th, at 6:30 p.m. The Club, as in the past, will pay $10.00 toward the 
cost of each paid member’s dinner. Members and their guests will be able to select their choices of 
dinner from the Olive Garden menu that ranges from approximately $10.00-$15.00 per dinner (not 
including tip, which is probably to be added to each person’s bill at our banquet). Both members and 
their guests are invited to attend the banquet and should contact Diane Coles to make reservations 
(dianecoles@gmail.com or 269.207.3334). 
KDTC, AS IN THE PAST, WILL PAY $10.00 TOWARD THE CO ST OF THIS DINNER FOR 
EACH CURRENT MEMBER OF KDTC; IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YO UR DUES YET, MAKE 
SURE TO DO SO NOW OR AT THE BANQUET SO AS TO BENEFI T FROM THIS SPECIAL 
CLUB PERK!! 

PLEASE CONTACT DIANE COLES (ph. 207-334 or email dianecoles@gmail.com   
IMMEDIATELY – LIKE YESTERDAY (and no later than Apr . 1st)  – TO MAKE 

YOUR DINNER RESERVATIONS!!! 
Awards for 2007 achievements of our members and their dogs will be made at this event. In addition, 
the prestigious Founders’, Committee’s Choice and President’s Choice awards will be presented to 
individual members in recognition of their service and work on behalf of KDTC. 

There will be door prizes and a 50/50 drawing and t he good company of 
members of KDTC. We hope that everyone will attend this fine evening of 

celebration in honor of members’ successes and the special recognition of 
the outstanding contributions of individual members  of KDTC. 

DON’T MISS THIS GREAT KDTC EVENT!! 
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    The Kalamazoo Humane Society’s annual walkathon will be held on Sat., May 3rd, at Prairie View 
Park in Portage, MI. KDTC supports the walkathon, which goes from about 9:00 a.m. to about 2:00 
p.m., in many ways, primarily by providing a dog obedience demonstration (usually about 11:00 a.m.), 
having an information booth and loaning some of our equipment. Some of our members, of course, 
walk in this event to raise funds for KHS; they will appreciate pledges in their fund-raising efforts. 
    Member volunteers and their dogs will be needed for the obedience demonstration at this event. In 
addition, members are needed to help run KDTC’s information booth. Please contact President Nancy 
Dage ASAP to be a KDTC volunteer at the KHS Walkathon. 
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Canine 
Chronicle 
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   At the Mar. 3rd Board meeting, the follow-ing 
occurred: 
�  Extended a class credit to a student 
whose illness caused her to miss all but one 
class in the winter session; 
�  Received various commit- tee reports; 
�  Actions on Clothing, Hardings eScrip 
program and insurance were tabled; 
�  Discussed a 1099 tax issue regarding the 
payment of those who lay/take up mats for 
classes; 
�  Received on loan an agility tunnel from 
Karen Charleston. 
   At the very well attended 
(43 members and guests) 
Mar. 3rd General meeting, 
the Marketing Committee 
presented a fine program on 
their work, ideas and potential action items 
(See Notes from the Marketing Committee , 
p. 6). Other occurences at the General 
meeting included: 
�  Treasurer’s report stated that we have 
total assets of $111,878.08 (savings; checking; 
CDs); 
�  The membership selected the Olive 
Garden (see front page) for our annual Awards 
Banquet; 
�  Actions on the Christmas Party and Club 
picnic were tabled;  
�  Accepted Helen Raseman as a returning 
member and Sharri Sibert and Lara Mahr as 
new members (See New Members Accepted , 
this page). 
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New Members Accepted 
   KDTC is proud to welcome the following 
people to our organization: 

Helen Raseman 
7295 W. “G” Ave., Kalamazoo 49009 

Ph: 269-375-6456 
E-Mail: HGRBlue@aol.com 

Sharri Sibert 
16409 S. 14th St., Schoolcraft 49087 

Ph: 269.679.5361 
E-Mail: Sharrie@ctstelecom.net  

Lara Mahr 
11272 Cranberry Lake Rd., Marcellus 49047 

    Please welcome back Helen, a returning 
member, and welcome new members Lara  
and Sharri. Make them glad they are a part of 
KDTC! 
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   Enrollment in KDTC’s spring session is up a 
bit, but we still need to continue our marketing 
efforts. As of March 16th, here’s how our 
enrollments shaped up: 
Tuesday: 
6:00 Beginning, Space for 6 
        UDX, Space for 1 
7:00 Beginning, Space for 3 
        Fundamentals, Full 
8:00 Rally, Full 
Wednesday: 
6:00 Skill Building, Full 
        Intermediate Utility, Space for 2 
7:00 Puppy 1, Space for 1 
        Open, Full 
8:00 Advanced Beginning, Space for 1 
        Puppy 2, Space for 1 
Thursday: 
6:00 Beginning, Full 
7:00 Clicker, Spaces Open  
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 
   Please change the e-mail address for Karen 
Wood to kccwood@earthlink.net in your 2007-
2008 Member Directory. 
    In addition, please make sure to add the 
returning and new members shown at left to 
your directory. 

In order to make sure you get both e-mail 
notices and hard copies of the Canine 

Chronicle and other KDTC communications, 
please make sure to forward postal and e-mail 

address changes to the following: 
kazoodog@aol.com and kdtc@net-link.net. 
You can mail changes to 1223 Bretton Dr., 

Kalamazoo, MI 49006-2115. 
LOST: Lisa Sinke 

.�/	0/���1/��

��/�	�����
����*�1�
�����
��1	�*����
	**��//2����
	�
�3�	���4
�5��/�1�
����1�	**��//�   

THE TRAIL CREEK DTC, LAPORTE, IN, WILL 
HOLD A SHOW & GO ON APR. 1 ST, USING AKC 

OR UKC RULES. MORE? SEE J. WEST. 

CLASS INSTRUCTORS, 
ASSISTANTS AND STUDENTS ARE 
REMINDED THAT KDTC CLASSES 

WILL BE HELD IN THE HAZEL 
GRAY BUILDING ON TUES.-

THURS., APRIL 8TH-10TH. 
THIS CHANGE IS DUE TO A SCHEDULING 
CONFLICT IN THE MAIN TRAINING SITE.  
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   Karen Stahr’s Golden Retriever, Poker 
(Fireside Royal Flush), finished his AKC CD on 
Mar. 1st at the Lafayette KC with a 196.5 4th 
place finish. Congratulations to Karen and 
Poker. 
   Sue Nemedi’s young 
Belgian Tervuren, Wit, 
passed the CGC test 
given by KDTC on 
Feb. 27th. Wit did a 
fine job, considering 
he was only 6 months 
old when tested, even 
though he had a hard 
time keeping his nose off the mats; Sue thinks 
his “nose to mat” behavior is a prelude to his 
pursuit of his Tracking Dog title. 
   Buco, Sharri Sibert’s yellow Labrador 
Retriever, received his CGC on Feb. 27th, quite 
a feat since he is a very high drive, 100+-lb. 

19-month-old dog. 
Sharri stated that 
KDTC’s adminis-
tration of the CGC 
test was extremely 
well organized (and 
that’s a nice brag for 
our Club and the 

instructor, Cheri Cline, who completed 
teaching the class when Grace Stevens 
became ill). 
   Hunter, Ch. Caleb Acres Hunt for Aire- ham, 
finished his CD title on Mar. 2nd in Layfayette, 
IN. He won Novice B on Satur- day with a 
score of 199 and a 3-way runoff for 1st place 
on Sunday (197.5 score) to finish his title. 
Many members know that Mary worked very 
hard on this intact boy’s stays that were rock 
sold both days, which Mary considered even 
better than his scores! Way to go, Hunter! 
   Congratulations to 
Becki VanderWeele, 
who became the 
proud parent of a 
Golden Retriever 
puppy, named Cooper 
(pictured at right),on 
Mar. 16th. Isn’t he just 
a cutie!! 
   A photograph by 

Grace Stevens is included (with credit given) in 
a new series of dog books by Shelley Bueche 
and Chris Puls, Dog Heroes: Dog Scouts of 
America, published by Bearport Publishing, 
2008 (See Book Review , this page). 
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   A childrens’ book that 
introduces young-sters to 
the many pro- grams and 
activities of Dog Scouts of 
America in a simple story 
format and with many 
pictures of DSA activities, 
Dog Heroes: Dog Scouts 
of America by Shelly 
Bueche and Chris Puls, is suitable for child- 
ren in grades k-4.  Other books in this series, 
published by Bearport Publishing, NY 
(www.bearportpublishing.com), will include 
such subjects as guide dogs, therapy dogs, 
service dogs, medical detective dogs, etc. This 
book can be purchased through Dog Scouts of 
America (www.dogscouts.com) for $19.99 + 
shipping with a possible special offer of getting 
2 of these books for the price of one IF one is 
to be given to a library or school. This is a very 
nice book for children, giving promise to future 
books in the series being equally good for 
young readers. 
   Do check it out!! 

�

Deadline for the may 
issue of the canine 

Chronicle  is thurs., 
may 15 th . We need your 

news, brags, photos and 
articles for the next 

issue!! 
����������������������������������������
������������ �����! �������! �����"��� �����
������������������#������������$����� ��%��
��������%�������%���!����$��� ����&�����
�'���(�&����������!����������#��������

����$����������$����)�



 5

�
����������

�	�
�����
��������
��������	�
���
��
��������
��

�
���������������
�� �
��������

��������
���
���
�
����
�

�����
������
���� !��"##"���������
���

������
���
 ��
������
����
�������$�����%
����&
��� '���
"##!(�

Rescue me not only with your hands,  
But with your heart as well,  

I will respond to you. 
 

Rescue me not out of pity, 
But out of love,  

I will love you back. 
 

Rescue me not with self-righteousness,  
But with compassion, 

I will learn what you teach. 
 

Rescue me not because of my past,  
But because of my future, 

I will relax and enjoy. 
 

Rescue me not simply to save me, 
But to give me new life,  

I will appreciate your gift. 
 

Rescue me not only with a firm hand, 
But with patience and tolerance, 

I will please you. 
 

Rescue me not only because of how I am, 
But because of who I’m to become, 

I will grow and mature. 
 

Rescue me not to revere yourself to others, 
But because you want me, 
I will never let you down. 

 
Rescue me not with a hidden agenda,  
But with a desire to teach me to trust,  

I will be loyal and true. 
 

Rescue me not to be chained or to fight, 
But to be your companion, 
I will stand by your side. 

 
Rescue me not to replace one you’ve lost, 

But to soothe your spirit, 
I will cherish you. 

 
Rescue me not to be your pet, 

But to be your friend, 
I will give you my life. 

 

 
Rescue Dog, Ripley,  9/2002-2/2008 
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   The annual Kalamazoo Humane Society 
Walkathon will be held on Sat., May 3rd, from 
about 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., in Prairie View 
Park, Portage, MI.  
   As in the past, KDTC 
members are asked to 
participate in the dog 
obedience portion of the 
many demonstrations at 
the Walkathon. Our 
members and their dogs 
are always a hit in the 
obedience demonstration, which will occur 
(tentative time) about 11:00 a.m. A person to 
act as MC for the demonstration is needed. 
   In addition, KDTC will have its own infor- 
mation booth at the Walkathon. Members will 
be needed to set up the booth and be present 
to at the booth to share information with the 
public. 
   Our demonstration and information booth at 
this event is a marketing opportunity we cannot 
refuse.  

To volunteer for either the obedience 
demonstration and/or the KDTC 

information booth, please contact our 
president, Nancy Dage (e-mail at 
thedages@aol.com  or phone at 

269.679.4391. 
PLEASE VOLUNTEER SOON FOR THIS 

IMPORTANT EVENT!! 
������
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We Salute… 
   …Diane Coles for preparing name 
tags for instructors, assistants 
and KDTC members to wear at 
our spring class orientation on 
Mar. 12th. What a great job Diane 
did!! 
   …the Marketing Committee, con-
sisting of Elly Burke, Diane Coles, 
Marcia Johnson amd Karen Wood, 
for their outstanding work in present-
ing their report at KDTC’s general 
meeting on Mar. 3rd. Their excellent 
work will surely contribute mightily to 
KDTC’s ability to draw more clients to 
our classes. 
   …our president, Nancy Dage, for the fine 
leadership she has exhibited in going the extra 
mile whenever necessary on behalf our Club. 
   …all those members who turned out for the 
March meeting to offer their input to the 
Marketing Committee! 
   …Cheri Cline and Scott Munn for handling 
orientation duties for Joan Hines and Steve 
Stahr on Mar. 12th. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SALUTE A 
KDTC MEMBER, PLEASE SEND YOUR 

SPECIFIC SALUTE TO THE EDITOR 
(kazoodog@aol.com ) BY THE 15TH OF 

ANY MONTH. 
It’s nice to be recognized with a salute 

and nicer yet to offer a salute! 
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   …that Margery DeRuyter-Smith recently lost 
her Labrador Retriever mix, Browser, who 
suffered from some very serious and difficult to 
manage dietary allergies; 
   …that Nancy Dage recently lost her sister; 
   …that Joan Hines has been so ill with the flu 
that she had to miss the March meeting as well 
as KDTC’s spring orientation on Mar. 12th;  
   …that Steve Stahr has been suffering with a 
sciatic nerve problem that caused him to miss 
KDTC’s spring orientation. 
PLEASE SEND NEWS ABOUT ILLNESSES, 

DEATHS, ETC. TO THE EDITOR 
(kazoodog@aol.com ).  
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Notes from THE MARKETING COMMITTEE  

March 3, 2008 
(Submitted by Karen Wood, Committee Member) 

 

PART ONE 
 

Have evaluation turn-in worth $5.00 certificate 
Ask about daytime classes on the evaluation form 
 
Increase Wednesday availability for additional classes and training time 
Include $5.00 per session training time fee 
 
Provide incentives for referrals – “referred by” space on form? 
Ask Jan West about student data base 
 
Try to have story in Hometown Gazette; interview Mabel Jorgenson and include club history 
 
Develop a flier with tabs with phone numbers and KDTC website 
Place in local businesses 
 
Add pictures of club members in classes to website 
 
Karen Wood will check with Kalamazoo Animal Rescue re. placing an ad in their newsletter 
Russ Holroyd will check with the SPCA re. an ad 
 
Increase time for rescue dog discount from 3 months to 6 months 
 
Discuss business phone line for yellow pages ad 
 
Explore credentialing of instructors; currently NADOI and ADPT, or construct our own 
 
Committee needed to explore club involvement in adaptations 
 
We recommend: Becki VanderWeele to propose formation of potential Kids classes; 
      Jim Croteau to develop a proposal for working with rescue dogs; 
                           Diane Coles making name tags for instructors/assistants and stick-on name  
                                Tags for students in classes 
 

PART TWO 
QUALITY OF INSTRUCTION AND CONTINUING EDUCATION 

 

Become more welcoming and add more personal touch for students: name tags; call to check  
                 on absent students; take roll to learn students’ names/faces 
 
Examine class size (too big?), need for more assistants 
 
Plan monthly programs on dog training* 
Develop mentoring program for instructors, class assistants 
 
   *Becki VanderWeele, Jim Croteau and Sue Hultquist have already volunteered to plan and present 
a May program on training. Do plan to attend that meeting and to volunteer to present a future 
training program at a monthly club meeting. 
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Ripley’s Story 
By Becki VanderWeele 

 
   Ripley was found sometime in August of 
2002, running on the side of the road 
somewhere in Battle Creek. He was brought 
into the Calhoun Area Humane Society. When 
he got there, he was diagnosed with 
heartworm and hook- worm and was 
emaciated. The shelter called Golden Retriever 
Rescue of Michigan (GRRoM) and asked for 
help with him. That’s where his Guardian Angel 
came in. Grace Stevens went right over and 
picked him up.  

   Ripley never forgot that it was Grace that bailed him out of jail. I could be training down at class and 
he would be sound asleep. Next thing I know, my x-pen is moving across the room, and Ripley is 
barking. I’d look up and see Grace coming in the door. Grace was Ripley’s foster mom. She brought 
him to me to be groomed. He was terribly thin and very stinky. As soon as we put him in a crate, he 
barked non-stop. I finally tied him up next to my table; that helped as long as I didn’t walk out of the 
room. I’m still not sure what is was about him, but we connected right away. Grace came and picked 
him up, and I thought about him every day for the next week. Finally I called Grace and asked more 
about him. She told me his history and warned me that he was having some problems with 
aggression. I asked her if I could give it a try. We agreed that I would board him while she was gone 
for a week. He never went back to Grace! 
   Ripley challenged all of my training skills. Everything that I knew how to do didn’t work with him. He 
was very insecure and fearful at first. He barked like crazy every time I left him. If I crated him, he 
would rub his face until it bled, and scream at the top of his lungs. To save my roommates their 
hearing, he went with me everywhere I went. He hardly ever barked in the car. I think he knew I 
couldn’t get back home without the car, so I had to come back. He would over react to any kind of 
correction. He reminded me of a kid living on the streets: fight first, ask questions later. It took some 
time, but he learned to trust me. Then we had problems if anyone tried to move him away from me. I 
remember one day my sister tried to get him in the other room, took him by the collar, and he started 
snarling at her. As he learned that he could trust people again, he started to recover. Before long, he 
loved everyone. Recently, he let my 11-month-old nephew crawl all over him and pull his ears. 
   I lost Ripley three weeks ago. It all started when I gave him a bath. He turned to greet a client 
coming in the door and slipped. That night he had a swollen bump on his rear end. I called my vet, 
but he was gone the next day. I took Ripley to a match on Sunday and he was fine... seemed a little 
constipated, but otherwise fine. By Monday, he was black and blue between his hind back legs. We 
went into the vet and had a full exam. My vet treated him and he recovered; the bruising went away. 
Two weeks went by and he seemed fine. Then, on Monday, the 18th of February, he started having 
trouble pooping. He would bend over and nothing would come out. This went on all day and by 7:00 
p.m., we went in for an X-ray. There was a mass blocking his intestinal tract. He was scheduled for 
surgery the next day. The mass was a cancerous tumor, too invasive to be removed. He never woke 
up from the surgery. I’m very grateful that he wasn’t in any pain. I know now that the bruising was 
from the tumor bleeding internally.  
   Ripley never complained or acted uncomfortable. I will miss him terribly. He was such a great 
teacher to me. I use the things he taught me every day at work. He was a very special guy. I will 
never forget all the gifts he gave me. 
 

If you have a story to share about a dog you’ve lov ed, please send it to the Editor at 
1223 Bretton Dr., Kalamazoo, MI 49006 OR e-mail to kazoodog@aol.com  for inclusion 

in the Canine Chronicle . Include a photograph, if possible. 
 

“Here’s lookin’ at you, kid,” Ripley seems to say in this 
photograph. 


